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Introduction 
On March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plans (ARP) Act was signed into law. In it, the U.S. 
Department of Education is providing an additional $121.9 billion for the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER III Fund). This legislation will award 
grants to state educational agencies (SEAs) for providing local educational agencies (LEAs) 
with emergency relief funds to address the impact that COVID-19 has had, and continues to 
have, on elementary and secondary schools across the nation. 

South Carolina will receive $2,112,051,487 in ESSER III funds from the Act, with 90 percent 
being awarded to school districts with amounts determined in proportion to the amount of Title 
I, Part A funds they received in summer 2020 from funds under the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA). The remaining funds will be used for state-level activities to address issues 
caused by COVID-19. 

This plan describes how the LEA or district will provide the safe return to in-person instruction 

and continuity of services for all schools, including those that have already returned to in-

person instruction. This report template complies with all reporting requirements of the ARP 

Act (Public Law 117-2), the ESSER III grant terms, conditions, and assurances (CFDA 

Number 84.425U), and the interim final rule established by the U.S. Department of 

Education, 86 FR 21195. 

https://oese.ed.gov/offices/american-rescue-plan/american-rescue-plan-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/22/2021-08359/american-rescue-plan-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund
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Maintaining Health and Safety 
Overview 
A district’s plan must include how it will maintain the health and safety of students, 

educators, and other school and LEA staff, and the extent to which it has adopted policies or 

practices and a description of any such policies or practices, on each of the CDC's safety 

recommendations including: universal and correct wearing of masks; modifying facilities to 

allow for physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding); hand washing and respiratory 

etiquette; cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation; contact 

tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the state, local, 

territorial, or Tribal health departments; diagnostic and screening testing; efforts to provide 

vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible; appropriate accommodations 

for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety policies or practices; and 

coordination with state and local health officials. 

Description of maintaining health and safety
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Policies or Practices Regarding CDC Recommendations 

Universal and correct wearing of masks 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable 

Modifying facilities to allow for physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding) 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable

Handwashing and respiratory etiquette 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable 
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Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable

Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable

Diagnostic and screening testing 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable
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Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable

Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and 
safety policies and practices
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable

Coordination with state and local health officials 
Description of Policies or Practices, if applicable
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Continuity of Services 
Overview 
Districts must describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not 

limited to services to address students' academic needs and students' and staff social, 

emotional, mental health and other needs, which may include student health and food 

services. 

District response on continuity of services
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Periodic Review 
Overview 
Districts are required to review and, as appropriate, revise their Safe Return to In-Person 

Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan at least every six months through September 30, 

2023, including seeking public input and taking such input into account in determining 

whether to revise the plan and, if revisions are determined necessary, on the revisions it 

makes to its plan. 

If a district developed a plan prior to enactment of the ARP Act that was made publicly 

available and was developed with public comment, but does not address each of the required 

aspects of safety established in the ARP Act, the district must, as part of the required periodic 

review, revise its plan consistent with the ARP Act requirements no later than six months after 

it last reviewed its plan. 

District response on ensuring periodic updates to its plan
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Public Input 
Overview 
The ARP Act requires that school districts make their Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 

and Continuity of Services Plan available to the public online and that the plans be in an 

understandable and uniform format; to the extent practicable, are written in a language that 

parents can understand or, if not practicable, orally translated; and upon request by a parent 

who is an individual with a disability, provided in an alternative format accessible to that 

parent. 

Before making its plan publicly available, school districts must seek public comment on the 

plan and develop the plan after taking into account public comment. 

District response on public input in development of its plan
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	DistrictName: Clover School District - York 2
	Email: bryan.dillon@clover.k12.sc.us
	Website: www.Clover.k12.sc.us
	Phone: 803-810-8000
	Address: 604 Bethel Street
	City: Clover
	State: SC
	Zip: 29710
	Health&Safety: Clover School District will use a three-tiered system to adapt to changing landscapes and provide the flexibility to move individual classrooms, grade levels, or schools.  The primary goal is to maximize face to face instruction in the safest manner possible.  The three levels allow us to optimize the time that students have in front of their teachers and shift health and safety protocols when they are needed/The tiered system is as follows:Level 1 - In-Person Learning with strategic health and safety protocols due to low spread of Covid-19.Level 2 - Modified In-Person Learning with enhanced health and safety protocols if spread of Covid-19                increases.Level 3 - Intermittent Remote Learning for a class, grade, or school when spread of Covid-19 has been              confirmed.Level 1, students will take part in five days of in-person learning with the following protocols in place.  *Note:  Changes with DHEC health and safety guidelines may impact these protocols.-  Students and staff who demonstrate symptoms will isolate and participate in contact tracing.-  COVID-19 testing for symptomatic students and staff will be used for early return to school from    quarantine.-  Vaccinated staff and students will be exempt from contact-tracing.-  Parents may give permission for asymptomatic COVID-19 testing if needed for participation in a special    event.- Vaccines will not be required for eligible students and staff.  Information on vaccines will be shared.- Temporary mask policy will remain in place with opt-out option per parent signature.  - Parent/student accommodation requests to limit student unmasked exposure in the classroom will be   considered.- Parent/student may request a desk shield as an additional barrier.- Desks will be placed 3-feet apart where possible.  Large elective classes will be taught in larger venues  where possible.- Frequent opportunities for hand-washing and hand-sanitizing will be provided to students and staff.- Eligible staff isolating or quarantining due to COVID-19 may work remotely.- Students isolating or quarantining due to COVID-19 may live-stream into classes on their regular school  schedule.- Students visiting the health room with COVID-19 symptoms will put on a mask while in health room to protect  other student exposure.- When not in a mask, staff will maintain social distancing with other staff (meetings, grade level teams, lunch,   PLCs).- Field trips, extra-curricular, and co-curricular activities will be permitted in compliance with any required  state or venue-issued health and safety protocols.  Level 2 students will continue to take part in five days of in-person learning with the following ENHANCED safety protocols in place.*NOTE:  items belows will be implemented on top of the safety protocols listed in Level 1.-  Elementary schools will be in the "family model" where they remain within their classroom each day and sit in cohort groups for contact tracing.  Class change decisions will be made based on the level of spread.-  Secondary schools will move to the "shield model" where desk shields will be placed in classrooms to create barriers between students to mitigate the spread of the virus.-  Field trips, extra-curricular activities, and visitors may be suspended in Level 2 when the spread is high.-  If there are bus capacity restrictions from the state, start and ending times may be impacted in Level 2.Level 3 students will move to short-term remote learning.  *Note:  Level 3 does not have to be enforced throughout the entire district.  Level 3 can be implemented in various ways, including at the class level, a grade, level, by school, or for the entire district.-  During remote learning, students will learn from home where safety protocols are not needed.  They will engage with their teachers on a synchronous schedule through WebEx.  - Staff will report to campus and be required to follow all social distancing protocols at arrival, dismissal, and when interacting in common spaces.
	WearingMasks: Level 1 and 2:  Staff MembersIn compliance with public health guidelines during a pandemic, staff members will wear a face covering while on district property or conducting business on behalf of the district (e.g. driving a bus, conducting a home visit, supervising athletic events, etc.). Staff members include, but are not limited to, salaried and hourly employees, school volunteers, student teachers, and interns. The district will provide masks to staff members and expects that reusable masks will be washed regularly to ensure maximum protection. The district will provide employees with a Consent to Opt Out of Face Covering Requirements and Legal Release form to waive this policy on school premises. This form does not apply to school buses or activity buses pursuant to federal requirements.Level 1 and 2:  StudentsIn compliance with public health guidelines during a pandemic, all students from Kindergarten through 12th grade will wear face coverings while on district property, on district transportation, or attending a school-related activity (e.g. athletic events, field trips, etc.). Certain classes or activities may be granted a limited exception to this requirement at the discretion of the superintendent or his/her designee. The district will provide masks to students and expects that reusable masks will be washed regularly to ensure maximum protection.Exceptions for wearing a face covering may include, but are not limited to, the following activities:- mealtimes- outdoor activities and recess-physical education classes/movement classes- administration of medication- classrooms with social distancing and/or desk shields- Parent/Guardian signature to opt out of face coverings on the DHEC Consent Form to Opt Out of Face MaskRequirement Imposed on Students by a School District. Pursuant to the executive order, No. 20212 - 23, issued by Governor Henry McMaster on May 11, 2021, the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) has developed a standardized form to provide consent for or on behalf of a student in any public school in the state of South Carolina to opt out from a face covering requirement pertaining to school operations and facilities. A parent/guardian signature is required for students to opt out of the face covering policy. Students at age 18 or older are authorized to give their consent.
	PhysicalDistancing: Modifications within classrooms will change based on the level the district is in which will correlate to the spread of the virus within the school district and the greater community. In Level 1:  -  Desks will be spaced out at least three feet apart where possible.-  Class changes will resume at all levels.-  Students will go to special areas on a weekly rotation.-  During arrival and dismissal time students will report to designated holding areas in spaces where   spreading out is possible.-  Large elective classes such as band and chorus will be taught in larger venues or split where possible   during cold and flu season or in times of heightened spread.-  Cafeteria usage will resume using every other seat.In Level 2:-  Desks will be spaced out at least three feet apart where possible.-  Desks shields will be added to help mitigate the spread of the virus.-  Students will stay in the "family model" during the school day, at lunch, and at recess. Class change   decisions will be made based on the level of spread or presence of variants.-  During arrival and dismissal time students will report directly to their classroom with their "family/cohort."- Cafeterias will operate in a limited capacity for social distancing. Students will eat lunch in classroom.In Level 3:-  Students will work remotely from home for a minimum of 10 days for quarantining.  The threshold for remote   learning will be based upon,the level of spread in a class, grade level, or school based on the following   criteria related to Covid-19 positive cases:     *Note - these targets represent the same DHEC requirements for influenza outbreaks.  -  20% of class  -  10% of grade level  -  10% of school
	Handwashing&RespitoryEtiquette: Within all three levels of the district's plan, frequent opportunities for hand-washing and hand-sanitizing will be provided to students and staff.
	HealthFacilities&Ventilation: Levels 1 - 3, Clover School District will implement the following cleaning protocols:-  Common and high touch areas will be cleaned 2-3 times per day by custodial team.-  Teachers will wipe-down classes mid-day and custodians at the end of the day.-  District will prioritize federal ESSER III funds for ventilation upgrades in identified facilities (gyms, buildings   with older units, learning spaces with no windows).-  District will continue disinfecting protocols after hours for those rooms/spaces where there has been   COVID-19 spread.
	ContactingTracing: Levels 1 - 3, Clover School District will implement the following protocols for contact tracing:ISOLATION:Category 1: COVID-19 Symptoms as listed above-  10 days since my symptoms first started, I have been fever -free for 24 hours without the use of fever- reducing medications and my overall symptoms are improving.-  Medical evaluation determines my symptoms were due to another cause. A medical provider’s note with date must be provided and I have been fever -free for 24 hours without the use of fever- reducing medications.-  Tested negative for COVID-19. A copy of the negative test with the date must be provided and I have been fever -free for 24 hours without the use of fever- reducing medications.Category 2: COVID-19 Symptoms and tested positive for COVID-19-  10 days since onset of symptoms. -  I have been fever -free for 24 hours without the use of fever- reducing medications.-  My overall symptoms are improving. Category 3:  Tested positive for COVID-19 but without symptoms-  10 days since my test was performed. -   I have been symptom-free for the entire 10 days.QUARATINE:Category 4:  Tested positive for COVID-19 and have a weak immune system due to a health condition or due to medication taking:-  My healthcare provider gives written permission. Category 5:  Close Contact in the school/bus who has tested positive for COVID-19 outside the home (within 6 ft. for more than 15 minutes in a day within the past 2 days):-  Sick classmate will remain home for 10 days from onset of symptoms (see category 2 or 3 for return)-  School will implement contact tracing and notify families of those students who have been within 6 ft. for more        than 15 minutes in a day within the past 2 days with the positive case.-  Stay home and monitor symptoms for 14 days (quarantine)-  Per DHEC schools can shorten quarantine after 7 days if all 3 of the following are met:    1.  No symptoms in the past 7 days    2.  Has tested negative for COVID-19 no sooner than day 5    3.  Parent must accompany student upon return with documentation of negative test that includes name, date             of test, and test results to school nurse or designee.Category 6: Close Contact of a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 outside the home (within 6 ft. for more than 15 minutes in a day within the past 2 days):-  Stay home and monitor symptoms for 14 days after exposure (quarantine).-  Per DHEC, you can shorten quarantine after 7 days if all 3 of the following are met:    1.  No symptoms in the past 7 days    2.  Has tested negative for COVID-19 no sooner than day 5    3.  Parent must accompany student upon return with documentation of negative test that includes name, date            of test, and test results to school nurse or designee.Category 7: Close Contact of a person who has tested positive within your Household (within 6 ft. for more than 15 minutes in a day within the past 2 days):-  A household close contact must stay home and monitor symptoms (quarantine) during the 10 day isolation period of the positive person plus an additional 14 days after their isolation ends-  Per DHEC, you can shorten quarantine after 17 days if all 3 of the following are met:    1.  No symptoms in the past 17 days    2.  Has tested negative for COVID-19 no sooner than day 15    3.  Parent must accompany student upon return with documentation of negative test that includes name, date             of test, and test results to school nurse or designee.Quarantine guidance:A full 14 day quarantine after exposure to a COVID-19 case remains the most effective strategy for preventing additional transmission of coronavirus from asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic cases.A full 14 day quarantine will be required for sports.If you are seated within 3 feet of a positive case, are behind a plexiglass shield, and are wearing a mask, you do not have to quarantine.Those students and staff who choose to shorten quarantine early must continue to monitor symptoms all 14 days of quarantine, practice physical distancing, continue frequent hand hygiene, and consider wearing a mask for the full 14 days.If choosing a shortened quarantine, out of respect for others, please wear a mask while you complete the remainder of your quarantine at school.Please call the school nurse if you develop symptoms during your quarantine for further guidance.
	Diagnostic&ScreeningTesting: Clover School District will continue to operate a district testing site with the BinaxNow testing kits for students.  If symptoms show while at school, nurses can offer a test to parents.  If parents agree, they can schedule an appointment to be tested at the CSD District Office located at 604 Bethel Street in Clover.
	Vaccinations: Clover School District worked with the Rock Hill Clinic to provide a vaccination opportunity for staff members in March in April.  A high percentage of staff members were able to receive both doses of the vaccine.  Additionally, members of the Clover School District received vaccines through CaraMont Health Care in North Carolina.Clover School District also with York School District 1 and Prisma Health to offer high school students and their parents an opportunity to receive the vaccine at Clover High School on Friday, May 14, 2021.Literature on vaccination viability and locations will be provided to all students.
	Accommodations:  Clover School District recognizes that face coverings may be challenging for some students, teachers, and staff including:• Students, teachers, and staff with severe asthma or other breathing difficulties.• Students, teachers, and staff with special educational or healthcare needs, including intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, and sensory concerns or tactile sensitivity.In these instances, parents, guardians, caregivers, teachers, and school administrators should consider adaptations and alternatives whenever possible.  If this is not possible, a physician’s note will be required stating that due to the student’s disability or medical condition they are unable to wear a mask.  Parents may also choose to sign the mask opt-out form. - Face shields will be provided by the district if needed.- Desk shields will be provided by the district if the parent/student request it. 
	CoordinationWithHealthOfficials: Clover School District will continue  following communicated guidelines and recommendations of state and local health officials.
	ContinuityOfServices: Clover School District will use four guiding questions to develop strategies for ensuring the continuity of services.  These are:1. How will affected parties communicate during individual or prolonged absences?-  Primary communication will continue through WebEX live streaming, Canvas Learning Management System,   email, phone calls, and the school or district website.2. How will students understand and access available academic resources and other supplemental supports     (i.e., social, emotional, and mental health) from home?-  Supports will continue using WebEX live streaming, Canvas Learning Management System,   email, phone calls, and the school or district website.3. What equipment and other resources are available or need to be acquired to enable school and district    learning continuity plans?-  Student one to one devices, Canvas Learning Management System, email, WebEx live streaming and   breakout rooms, mobile hotspots (provided to those students who need one).4. What additional training or experience is required to prepare all parties to respond appropriately when    needed?-  Students and staff will have training on WebEX, Canvas, Edmentum (if required), iReady (if required), other   software tools as selected by the student's teacher.Social workers will continue to provide home visits when necessary or when students are not responding to electronic means of completing academic work or accessing supplemental services.     
	PeriodicUpdates: Clover School District administrators meet monthly to discuss issues surround the health and safety of faculty, staff, and students.  Included in these meetings are principals, district directors of transportation, custodial/maintenance surveys, and nursing, as well as the Superintendent and her cabinet. During these monthly meetings, feedback will be solicited to determine the success of the implementation.  Updates to the plan will be made accordingly.  Periodic surveys will also be sent to parents to gain their feedback and adjust the plan as needed.  
	PublicInput: The Clover School District held two stakeholder workgroups.
-  May 5, 2021
-  May 26, 2021

Additionally, Clover School District has distributed a survey requesting input on the 2021-2022 school district from every family in the district.  The survey was distributed on May 25, 2021 and runs through June 11, 2021.


